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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ACTL Statement on Senate Judiciary Subcommittee Hearing

NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA (November 13, 2025) — The American College of Trial
Lawyers (ACTL) notes with concern the Senate Judiciary Committee’s decision to schedule a
subcommittee hearing next week focused on efforts to impeach so-called “rogue” federal
judges. While it is certainly appropriate for the Judiciary Committee to hold hearings on the
operations of the federal judiciary, any suggestion of impeaching judges based on their
decisions is simply wrong.

Over the course of its more than 75-year history, the College has fought to preserve and
enhance the administration of justice through its support for an independent judiciary,
decrying attacks on judges and defending the separation of powers as outlined in the
Constitution.

It is a bedrock principle of our system of justice that judicial rulings be based on judges’
application of the law and the Constitution alone. Political efforts to diminish the
independence of a judge’s decision-making process by threatening to impeach judges
based on their judicial rulings endanger the rule of law and undermine public confidence in
our democracy.

As Chief Justice John Roberts articulated in a statement earlier this year, “For more than two
centuries, it has been established that impeachment is not an appropriate response to
disagreement concerning a judicial decision. The normal appellate review process exists for
that purpose.”

ACTL urges the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Federal Courts, Oversight, Agency Action,
and Federal Rights to reconsider its plans for the upcoming hearing. Even if it leads to no
legislative action, the mere existence of this kind of public theatre risks eroding the public's
respect for the independence of the judicial branch, which undermines the rule of law.

About The American College of Trial Lawyers

The American College of Trial Lawyers comprises the best of the trial bar from the United
States, Canada and Puerto Rico and is widely considered to be the premier professional trial
organization in North America. Founded in 1950, the College is an invitation only fellowship.
The College thoroughly investigates each nominee for admission and selects only those who


https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/committee-activity/hearings/impeachment-holding-rogue-judges-responsible
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/committee-activity/hearings/impeachment-holding-rogue-judges-responsible
https://www.actl.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Judicial_Independence_a_Cornerstone_of_Democracy_Which_Must_Be_Defended.pdf
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/john-roberts-trump-judge-impeachment-chief-justice/

#*%  AMERICAN COLLEGE
l | J| OF TRIAL LAWYERS

have demonstrated the very highest standards of trial advocacy, ethical conduct, integrity,
professionalism and collegiality. The College maintains and seeks to improve the standards
of trial practice, professionalism, ethics, and the administration of justice through education
and public statements on important legal issues relating to its mission. The College strongly
supports the independence of the judiciary, trial by jury, respect for the rule of law, access
to justice, and fair and just representation of all parties to legal proceedings.
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