
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 
ACTL MOURNS THE LOSS OF FORMER ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT 

DAVID SOUTER 
 
 
NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA (May 9, 2025) – The American College of Trial Lawyers (ACTL) 
mourns the loss of former Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States David 
Souter, a Rhodes Scholar, an independent and unconventional jurist and an Honorary Fellow 
of the College.   
 
Appointed by President George H. W. Bush, Justice Souter sat on the Supreme Court from 
1990-2009. For nearly two decades, Justice Souter exemplified the values of the College, 
defending the Rule of Law, an independent Judiciary and equal access to justice. 
 
Justice Souter believed that civics education and an understanding of government was 
essential to the success of our democracy, famously saying in an interview after he retired: 
“What I worry about is that when problems are not addressed, people will not know who is 
responsible. And when the problems get bad enough ... some one person will come forward 
and say, ‘Give me total power and I will solve this problem.’ That is how the Roman republic 
fell.”  
 
President of the College Richard H. Deane, Jr., said, “Justice Souter was a truly independent 
Justice of the Court. He ruled according to the law and believed in the enduring principles of 
the Constitution. Our nation was the beneficiary of his wisdom and his thoughtful 
deliberations on the important matters that came before him.” 
 
About The American College of Trial Lawyers  
The American College of Trial Lawyers comprises the best of the trial bar from the United 
States, Canada and Puerto Rico and is widely considered to be the premier professional trial 
organization in North America. Founded in 1950, the College is an invitation only fellowship. 
The College thoroughly investigates each nominee for admission and selects only those who 
have demonstrated the very highest standards of trial advocacy, ethical conduct, integrity, 
professionalism and collegiality. The College maintains and seeks to improve the standards 
of trial practice, professionalism, ethics, and the administration of justice through education 
and public statements on important legal issues relating to its mission. The College strongly 



 
 

supports the independence of the judiciary, trial by jury, respect for the rule of law, access 
to justice, and fair and just representation of all parties to legal proceedings.  
 
 
CONTACT:  
Sarah Stokes 
American College of Trial Lawyers, Senior Communications Manager  
949-752-1801  
sstokes@actl.com 
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