
 
 
 

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF TRIAL LAWYERS SELECTS INNOCENCE PROJECT NEW ORLEANS 
AS 2023 EMIL GUMPERT AWARD RECIPIENT 

 
$150,000 Grant to help free unjustly sentenced people in Louisiana 

 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. (May 18, 2023) - The American College of Trial Lawyers (ACTL) has 
selected Innocence Project New Orleans (IPNO) as the 2023 Emil Gumpert Award recipient. The award, the 
highest honor conferred by the American College of Trial Lawyers on a single organization annually, recognizes 
programs whose principal purpose is to maintain and improve the administration of justice. It comes with a 
$150,000 grant.  
 
“IPNO is honored to be the 2023 recipient of the esteemed Emil Gumpert Award, which allows us to launch the 
Second Chance at Life Initiative providing parole representation to people serving excessively long or life 
sentences in Louisiana who are newly eligible under the recently passed Act 122. IPNO is grateful to the ACTL 
for the opportunity to free more people from prison who deserve a second chance and support them when they 
return home,” said Jee Park, Executive Director, IPNO. 
 
IPNO was founded in 2001 to free innocent people incarcerated in Louisiana. Since 2001, IPNO has freed forty-
three innocent people from prison who spent over 1,033 years in prison between them. In 2020, IPNO launched 
Innocence Project New Orleans’s Unjust Punishment Project (UPP) to free people serving excessive sentences 
in Louisiana prisons. The UPP seeks justice for people who were sentenced to inhumane sentences for crimes 
that are often symptoms of poverty, addiction, and mental illness. UPP has secured the release of sixteen people 
serving life sentences who spent 273 years in prison between them through litigation and other advocacy.  
 
The $150,000 grant will directly impact unjustly sentenced people in Louisiana. Through its work, IPNO seeks 
to build an equitable, unbiased, and just criminal legal system where everyone is treated with dignity and 
humanity.  
 
“The College is thrilled to present our Emil Gumpert Award to a program that has benefitted – and will continue 
to benefit – so many lives,” said ACTL President Susan Harriman. “By working to ensure innocent and unjustly 
sentenced individuals receive their release from incarceration, IPNO is actively upholding the mission of the 
Emil Gumpert award. The $150,000 grant provided by our Foundation will help IPNO continue to free unjustly 
sentenced individuals and provide them with the resources and support they need to rebuild their lives. The 
College is proud to support such a worthy project.” 
 
About the Emil Gumpert Award  
The Emil Gumpert Award is the highest honor conferred by the College on any organization and was established 
to recognize programs whose principal purpose is to maintain and improve the administration of justice. The 
programs considered may be associated with courts, law schools, bar associations or any other organization that 
provides such a program. This award is made in honor of the late Honorable Emil Gumpert, Chancellor-Founder 
of the American College of Trial Lawyers. Judge Gumpert, throughout his more than half-century professional 
career as an eminent trial lawyer, State Bar president and trial judge, substantially and effectively devoted himself 
to the administration of justice and to the improvement of trial practice.  
 
About the American College of Trial Lawyers  
The American College of Trial Lawyers comprises the best of the trial bar from the United States, Canada and 
Puerto Rico and is widely considered to be the premier professional trial organization in North America. Founded 
in 1950, the College is an invitation only fellowship. The College thoroughly investigates each nominee for 



 
 

admission and selects only those who have demonstrated the very highest standards of trial advocacy, ethical 
conduct, integrity, professionalism and collegiality. The College maintains and seeks to improve the standards of 
trial practice, professionalism, ethics, and the administration of justice through education and public statements 
on important legal issues relating to its mission. The College strongly supports the independence of the judiciary, 
trial by jury, respect for the rule of law, access to justice, and fair and just representation of all parties to legal 
proceedings.  
 
About IPNO 
Founded in 2001, Innocence Project New Orleans (IPNO) frees innocent people sentenced to life in prison and 
those serving unjust sentences. We recognize the root causes of wrongful convictions and unjust sentences as 
systemic racism and inequities. We work to expose and address these root causes by sharing our clients’ stories 
in court, the legislature, the community and the media. We support our clients living well and fully in the world 
after their release.  
 

 
 
 
CONTACTS:  
Sarah Stokes 
American College of Trial Lawyers, Senior Communications Manager  
949-752-1801  
sstokes@actl.com 
  
Cat Forrester 
Director of Operations & Communications, IPNO   
CatF@ip-no.org |  
504.330.2111 
 
Libra LaGrone Pealer  
Director of Development, IPNO  
LibraLP@ip-no.org  
504.251.6721 
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